
Year 9/10

Gleneagles Secondary College

Curriculum
Handbook

Empowering learners to 
be confident, resilient 

and successful citizens.
www.gleneagles.vic.edu.au 



2

Our School

03 Principal Statement

04 Vision, Mission, Values

09 Teaching at GSC

Year 9

06 Year 9 Learning Program

07 Year 9 Core Subjects

09 Year 9 Challenge

10 Year 9 Electives

Year 10 

21 Year 10 Programs

22 Year 10 Subjectr Overview

23 Year 10 Core Subjects

24 Year 10 Applied Learning

26 Year 10 Electives

35 VCE Accelerated Program



3

Principal 
statement
Gleneagles Secondary College is an outstanding 
educational provider that is committed to creat-
ing an inclusive and caring learning environment 
where all students are supported to achieve their 
very best.

Gleneagles Secondary College offers a comprehensive pro-

gram across Years 7-12 where students are given an opportu-

nity in Year 7 and 8 to experience all the subjects on offer, be-

fore moving into Middle and Senior School where students are 

provided with guidance and support and empowered to make 

choices over their individual pathways.

We are committed to ensuring each and every individual stu-

dent is provided with the support they require to excel and we 

offer a range of learning supports and extensions, extracurric-

ular activities and a strong student wellbeing and pastoral pro-

gram that puts student needs at the centre of everything we do. 

We are committed to creating an inclusive environment that 

celebrates diversity as well as student effort and achievement.

Our learning environment is characterised by a strong focus 

on Literacy and Numeracy, which is foundational to all subjects 

and is prioritised across Year 7-12,  brilliant teachers who are 

committed to engaging and fostering learning growth for every 

student, outstanding learning facilities and high expectations 

around upholding our college R.I.S.E values:

Respect - We value ourselves, others and the environment

Inclusion - We welcome and celebrate all

Stamina - We build our capacity to embrace challenges

Excellence - We have pride and confidence in everything we do

The relationship between Gleneagles Secondary College and 

home is critical to a young person’s success and we character-

ise this relationship with a genuine commitment to ongoing 

communication with our parent / carer community. This takes 

the form of information around transition and subject selec-

tion and ensuring parent / carers are engaged in the process, 

communications through compass and the college website, 

ongoing contact with parent / carers in relation to student 

achievement and / or student concerns and access to our staff 

leaders always only a phone call or email away.

 We thank you for choosing Gleneagles Secondary College and 

invite you to attend a college tour with one of our Principal 

Team.

Chad Ambrose

College Principal 
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Gleneagles Secondary College empowers learners to be confident, 

resilient and successful citizens who positively engage within their 

community and flourish as individuals.

Mission Statement

At Gleneagles Secondary College we design high quality 

learning experiences that develop adaptive expertise 

and accelerate the learning growth of every student.

Vision, Mission 
and Values.

Respect

We value ourselves, others and the 

environment.

Inclusion

We welcome and celebrate all.

Stamina

We build our capacity to embrace 

challenges.

Excellence

We have pride and confidence in 

everything we do.

Gleneagles Values (RISE)
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Teaching and Learning 
at Gleneagles Secondary 
College.

At Gleneagles we believe that 
meaningful learning involves 
the critical analysis of new 
ideas, linking them to known 
concepts and principles, which 
in turn leads to understanding 
in order that they can be 
used for problem solving in 
unfamiliar contexts.

Meaningful learning promotes understanding and 

application for life. It involves developing a range of strong 

skills that can be applied at appropriate times at the 

point of need of the learner.Meaningful learning involves 

developing the characteristics and skills of strong learners.

At Gleneagles, we base our learning and teaching program 

on the following assumptions:

• Every person is a learner

• Learning is an ongoing and lifelong process

• People learn within social and cultural contexts, 

independently and through interaction with others

• What is learned depends on the way it is learned and 

with whom it is learned

• The vital aspects of teaching and learning include 

identifying and extending the ways they learn, 

creating learning opportunitiesand evaluating 

learning outcomes 

 

We believe the ultimate goal of 
learning and teaching is to acquire 
adaptive expertise.  
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Year 9 Learning Program   
During the Middle years, Gleneagles Secondary College continues to provide a sequential core curriculum, 

augmented by a range of elective offerings and our renowned Challenge Program.  

We recognise that students are more likely to be motivated to learn when they study subjects in which they 

are interested. Providing students with the opportunity to elect to explore a variety of subjects and pathways 

supports them to engage in learning, try new subjects, connect learning with our community and their own lives 

and begin to articulate their direction for their senior studies. Electives are selected from across the learning areas 

and students (and parents/carers) are supported, through our careers program, to consider a range of studies and 

to understand the pathway options that align with each subject. 

Year 9 Curriculum

English / EAL Health and PE Humanities Mathematics

Science Challenge Electives (2 x Semester)

Year 9 Elective Program

In Year 9, students access a total of four different electives, completing two elective subjects per semester.

English
• Gift of the Gab ($0)
• Journalism ($0)

Humanities
• Murder and Mayhem ($0)
• Managing Money ($0)

Languages
• Chinese - Mandarin ($0)
• German ($0)
• Indonesian ($0)

Mathematics
• Catch Up Mathematics ($0)
• Extension Mathematics ($0)

Science
• Animal Studies ($0)
• Cosmetic Chemistry ($15)
• CSI: Forensic Science ($0)
• STEAM: Problem Solving ($10)

The Arts
• On Stage ($0)
• Rhythm Shack ($15)
• Create - Studio Art 2D ($25)
• Ceramics ($30)
• Design Inc. ($30)
• Digital Art ($0)
• Drawn ($0)

Technology
• Bakehouse ($80)
• International Cooking ($120)
• Computer Game Programming ($0)
• Furniture Making and Design ($55)
• Film Focus ($0)
• Photography ($40)
• High Tech Fashion ($60)

Physical Education and Health
• Football - Soccer ($90)
• Outdoor Education ($250)
• Gleneagles Cup ($0)
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English

The Year 9 English course emphasizes on developing 

critical literacy skills through reading, writing, speaking 

and listening.   

Students will:

• Explore a variety of texts through individual, paired 

and collaborative learning. 

• Make a range of connections with mentor texts. 

• Examine topical issues identifying student 

positioning and locating arguments relevant to 

their being.  

• Prepare and present speeches based on 

contentious issues. 

Recommended Skills:

• Ability to formulate questions and opinions.

• Developing critical thinking skills.

• Enthusiasm to share their ideas and thoughts. 

• Willingness to have a curious mind. 

EAL

EAL (English as an Additional Language) is the English 

pathway for students for whom English is not their home 

language and for students who have been in Australia 

for a limited time. Through the study of EAL, students 

build their capacity to communicate confidently and 

effectively and to understand the world around them. 

This study also links the understanding of the nature 

of language with culture, and the way that language 

changes according to purpose, form, and audience. 

Students will:

• Understand how Standard Australian English 

works in its spoken, written and non-verbal forms 

to create meaning.

• Communicate verbally and in writing, so as they 

can express themselves

• Learn to make personal connections with texts, 

identifying vocabulary, text structures, language 

features and ideas.

Year 9 Core Subjects

Recommended Skills:

• Independent learning skills to manage own 

learning routines.

• Willingness to engage with the subject through 

reading, writing, and discussion.

• Willingness to take risks and try new things.

Additional information

• This subject is for pre-approved EAL students only.

Health and Physical 
Education

Year 9 Health and Physical Education places great 

importance on several key areas including applying and 

transferring movement concepts and strategies to new 

and challenging movement situations. We explore how 

nutrition can promote an individuals and population 

overall health, the benefits of physical activity and 

linking various ways we can move our body, the dangers 

of risk-taking behaviour such as smoking, vaping and 

binge drinking & exploring our own personal strengths 

and having the tools to cope with a different range of 

situations. 

Students will:

• Participate within practical lessons and contribute 

to discussion in theory classes.

• Be able to apply theory-based learning into 

practical based learning. 

• Investigate how to promote health and wellbeing 

across all dimensions of health. 

• Begin to develop leadership and collaboration 

skills across a variety of movement challenges.

Recommended Skills:

• Attendance with the correct Uniform for PE and 

the adequate materials required for Health

• Positive attitude and stamina to perform 

movement challenges within PE lessons. 

• Knowledge from year 7-8 Physical Education to 

perform and refine different movement skills 

across a range of components such as ‘Striking and 

Fielding’ activities and ‘Invasion Games’.
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Humanities

In Year 9 Humanities we investigate democratic 

processes and explore diversity and identity. As part 

of our studies in Geography we unpack the causes 

and impacts of global food security, whilst in History 

we analyse the causes, differing perspectives and the 

historical significance of events between 1750 and 

1918.

Students will:

• Examine Australia’s political system and how it 

enables change.

• Investigate the challenges in feeding the world 

now and into the future.

• Analyse the different perspectives of people in 

the past and the causes and effects of significant 

historical events.

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to try a bit of everything.

• Keen to learn more about the history of the world 

and what’s happening now.

Mathematics

Mathematics provides students with essential 

knowledge in Number and Algebra, Measurement and 

Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. 

Students will:

• Develop mathematical, ICT and numeracy skills 

that address individual student pathways.

• Apply mathematical knowledge and skills to 

investigate, analyse and solve practical problems 

through problem solving.

Recommended Skills:

• Be an Active Participant.

• Pay attention to detail.

• A willingness to seek help when needed.

• Have a positive attitude.

Science

Science generates solutions for everyday life and helps 

us to answer the great mysteries of the universe.This 

subject gives students the opportunity to answer 

questions that affects the world around them by using a 

range of experimental and research skills. Students will 

also explore topics, such as biology, ecology, chemistry, 

electricity, magnetism and more! Critical and creative 

thinking will be embedded throughout the course. 

Students will:

• Explore various fields of science 

• Conduct research and hands-on experiments

Recommended Skills:

• Ability to apply science concepts when undertaking 

tasks.

• Work well in groups when collaborating on science 

projects and experiments. 

• Willingness to think critically and creatively. 
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Year 9 Challenge
The ‘Challenge Program’ at Gleneagles Secondary Col-

lege is a relevant and engaging curriculum that prepares 

Gleneagles Secondary College students to be:

• Active and valued community members

• Successful learners

• Confident, creative and well-balanced individuals

• Empowered global citizens

As educators we play a vital role in preparing our stu-

dents for the future. It is our responsibility to provide 

engaging, personalised learning programs building the 

economic prosperity and social cohesion of the broad-

er community. The Challenge program delivers on the 

Commonwealth’s commitments made to all young Aus-

tralians in the 2008 Melbourne Declaration.

These commitments are underpinned by the Victori-

an Curriculum and the Gleneagles Secondary College 

shared Vision, Mission and Values.

The Challenge Program is designed to engage students 

in project based and challenge-based learning that pre-

pares them to be leaders in their own lives and in their 

community. Students will:

1. Engage – move from an abstract idea to a concrete ac-

tionable challenge

2. Investigate – plan and participate in a journey that 

builds the foundations for solutions

3. Act – develop evidence-based solutions and where 

possible implement these with an authentic audience

During the year students rotate through 11 different 5 

weeklong Units. Following the completion of each Unit 

a seminar day will be held where students come togeth-

er to showcase their learning and take part in immersive 

experiences that connect our young peoples’ lives to the 

College, Community, and future.
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English

Gift of the Gab

In Gift of the Gab, students will be looking into the art 

of public speaking and the powerful impact words can 

have on people. This elective will give students the 

opportunity to study famous speeches and construct 

their own informative and persuasive speeches using 

different platforms.

Students will:

• Analyse famous speeches.

• Write and present their own speeches mimicking 

the style of famous speeches.

• Debate on current topics.

• Create podcasts on a topic they are passionate 

about.

Key capabilities:

• Willingness to speak in front their peers on a cur-

rent issue.

• Work well in groups for debating and other group 

activities.

• Be respectful of other’s opinions and how they are 

presented.

• Use multimodal platforms to present ideas, opin-

ions and perspectives.

Future pathways

• This subject exposes students to the art of using 

persuasive language to present arguments to po-

sition an audience which is an Area of Study of 

VCE English/EAL. 

• It is also a good foundation for students who are 

interested in a career in media, education and law.

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Journalism

This elective looks at the significant role of a Journal-

ist as they seek, report on and publish news. It will ex-

amine all the ways we read and share news; Twitter, 

websites, blogs, social media, television, radio, newspa-

pers and more. It will look at hard news stories like nat-

ural disasters, wars and Politics as well as soft news on 

sport, celebrities and entertainment. Students analyse 

different media text types and experience the role of a 

Journalist through their own writing and the effect this 

can have on public opinion.

Students will:

• Select, read and analyse media reports on chosen 

issues.

• Investigate, prepare and present their own news 

reports.

• Explore and sample various media platforms.

Recommended Skills:

• Curious to explore a variety of news issues.

• A discerning attitude to find the facts and truth in 

stories.

• A willingness to sample different writing styles and 

different news media.

Future pathways

• Journalism could be beneficial for students inter-

ested in studying VCE Media

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Humanities

Murder and Mayhem

Do you long to lurk in the shadows and investigate the 

darkest corners of history’s criminal past? Do you care 

to decode the casefiles from the world’s most prolific 

and notorious serial killers? From Jack the Ripper to 

The Zodiac Killer, wade through the murky murders of 

the past, and comb through history’s most famous mur-

derers.

Students will:

• Investigate popular murder cases throughout time. 

• Examine victims of murder and their characteristics.  

Year 9 Electives
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• Explore the reasons why murderers commit these 

heinous offences.  

Recommended Skills:

• A creative and curious mind. 

• The capacity to think critically and engage with in-

teresting content. 

• A strong stomach! 

Future pathways

• Year 10 Elective: Prison and Punishment  

• VCE Legal Studies 

• VCE Sociology 

• VET Community Services

Additional information

• Course levy: $0

• This elective includes sensitive topics that some 

students might find distressing. Due to the intense 

nature of murder, other related crimes and grue-

some details may come up in the class. Students 

and parents should be aware of and comfortable 

with this when choosing this elective.

Managing Money

Do you enjoy learning about how to make more mon-

ey? Does starting your own business interest you? 

Managing Money allows you to learn how to save up 

your money, invest responsibly and learn how to cre-

ate an engaging business plan.

Students will:

• Create different saving goals.

• Examine different types of interests.

• Investigate debt and loans.

• Investigate young entrepreneurs.

Recommended Skills:

• Interested in learning about saving money.

• Interested in making more money.

• A business mindset.

Future pathways

• VCE Business Management.

• VET Business.

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Languages

Chinese (Mandarin)

This subject is a year-long course and is specially de-

signed to prepare students who have already had 2 

years (Year 7 and 8) Chinese learning. Students will 

further develop their skills of listening, speaking, read-

ing and writing as well as using ICT, which supports 

students to gradually move into VCE Chinese studies 

in the future. In addition, the Year 9 Chinese learning 

program provides students with communication skills 

and knowledge to come to understand social, histori-

cal, familial relationships and other aspects of the lan-

guage and culture. 

Students will:

• Engage in cross-cultural communication and re-

flect on their own experiences in Chinese. They ex-

change information and ideas and share their life 

experiences. 

• Use creative and expressive language in narratives 

to express their imagination.

Recommended Skills:

• Studied Chinese (Mandarin) in Years 7 and 8.

• Practice written and spoken skills regularly.

Future pathways

• Year 10 Chinese (Mandarin).

• VCE Chinese.

Additional information

• This subject goes over two semesters.

• Course cost: $0

German

Do you have a passion for travel while studying? The 

year 9 German course will open a door of opportuni-

ties. The course focuses on further developing your 

language in reading, writing, speaking, and listening 

comprehension skills within topics such as travel, 

health, food, and leisure. Additionally, you will have the 

opportunity to further improve and put your language 

skills to practice in real life settings such as taking part 

in the Student-Exchange program that will immerse 
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you into school life, language and culture in Germany. 

Students will:

• Expand their knowledge and control of grammati-

cal elements such as register, future tense, reflex-

ive verbs and subordinate clauses..

• Explore how moving between different languages 

and cultural systems impacts on ways of thinking 

and behaving; and how successful communication 

requires flexibility, awareness and openness to al-

ternative ways.

Recommended Skills:

• Studied German in Years 7 and 8.

• Practice written and spoken skills regularly.

Future pathways

• Year 10 German.

• VCE German.

Additional information

• This subject goes over two semesters.

• Course cost: $0

Indonesian

Indonesia – our nearest neighbour, 4th most popu-

lous nation, the fastest growing Asian economy in the 

21st Century, and the number 1 tourist destination for 

Australians. Indonesia offers a world of opportunity 

for Australians, and employers are looking for a work-

force with Indonesian knowledge and understanding. 

Students will:

• Write for public purposes and interact with Indo-

nesian peers.

• Create bilingual texts for peers and the wider 

school community.

Recommended Skills:

• Studied Indonesian in Years 7 and 8.

• Practice written and spoken skills regularly.

Future pathways

• Year 10 Indonesian.

• VCE Indonesian.

Additional information

• This subject goes over two semesters.

• Course cost: $0

Mathematics

Catch Up Mathematics

This course is designed to provide support for students 

who have experience difficulties with some aspects of 

their Mathematics or have gaps in their understanding. 

It is aimed to provide students with greater opportuni-

ty for review and consolidation of the material covered 

to achieve a strong foundation in essential Mathemat-

ical skills.

Students will:

• Be given the opportunity to review the work 

covered in their regular Mathematics class. 

• Engage in lessons involving consolidation of 

essential Mathematics skills.

Recommended Skills:

• A willingness to take advantage of the opportuni-

ty to improve their understanding of the essential 

skills of Mathematics

Future pathways

• Future involvement in Mathematic subjects.

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Extension Mathematics

This course is designed to challenge students who are 

already strong in Mathematics. The focus is on improv-

ing skills in application tasks and problem solving.

Students will:

• Study a combination of set and negotiated topics. 

• Have an opportunity to be introduced to 

mathematical technologies such as the CAS 

calculator and Desmos.

Recommended Skills:

• High aptitude for Mathematics.
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• An interest in studying high level Mathematics 

topics at VCE level.

• At or above level in Year 8 Mathematics.

Future pathways

• Year 10 Pathway to Mathematical Methods

Additional information

• Course cost: $0 

Science

Animal Studies

This elective is for students that are passionate about 

animals and exploring a future working with compan-

ion animals. This elective will be a ‘taster’ type pro-

gram with concepts around animal husbandry, such as; 

nutrition, handling, grooming and health care of com-

panion animals. 

Students will:

• Gain a greater understanding of what is involved 

in working in the animal industry.

• Further develop skills in Biology.

Recommended Skills:

• Ability to work collaboratively in the laboratory.

• Attention to detail and ability to follow procedural 

instructions.

• Design thinking and creativity.

Future pathways

• Year 10 Science Electives: Science Skills, Psychol-

ogy, Environmental Science

• VCE Sciences

• VET Animal Studies, VET Equine Industry

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Cosmetic Chemistry

Cosmetic Chemistry provides students with a fun in-

troduction to applied chemistry, as they investigate 

the chemical properties of various products they use 

everyday. Students are able to study the anatomy of 

skin, and produce a range of everyday cosmetic prod-

ucts such as sunscreen, moisturizer, bath bombs, and 

perfume. This elective gives students a very hands-on, 

practical-based experience in the classroom. This sub-

jects also gives students the opportunity to critically 

evaluate ethical issues in the cosmetic industry, to pro-

vide support for students wishing to continue with VCE 

Sciences.

Students will:

• Investigate the chemical and biological properties 

of skin, and make a number of suitable cosmetic 

products for everyday use.

• Analyse ethical issues in cosmetic industry.

• Formulate their own cosmetic product and design 

their own brand and packaging.

Recommended Skills:

• Ability to work collaboratively in the laboratory.

• Attention to detail and ability to follow procedural 

instructions.

• Design thinking and creativity.

Future pathways

• Year 10 Science Electives: Science Skills, Psycholo-

gy, Environmental Science

• VCE Sciences

• VET Beauty Services

Additional information

• Course cost: $15

CSI: Forensic Science

Have you ever wanted to solve a crime? This is an area 

of science that will allow you to mimic some techniques 

that the police use during criminal investigations to 

catch perpetrators. Forensics is the term given to an 

investigation of a crime using scientific means. This 

subject covers many areas of traditional science; using 

concepts from Chemistry, Biology and Physical Scienc-

es.

Students will:

• Learn techniques such as blood splatter analysis, 

fingerprint identification, hair sampling and chro-

matography.
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Recommended Skills:

• Ability to work collaboratively in the laboratory.

• Attention to detail and ability to follow procedural 

instructions.

• Design thinking and creativity.

Future pathways

• VCE Sciences

• Year 10 Science Electives: Science Skills, Psychol-

ogy, Environmental Science

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

STEAM: Problem Solving

Science Technology Engineering Art and Mathematics, 

STEAM, is an elective subject where students explore 

real world problems and use design thinking to come 

up with a possible solution.

Students will:

• Learn how to program LEGO Mindstorm robots.

• Create and design models to be 3D printed.

Recommended Skills:

• Think critically and creatively on how to solve a 

problem.

• Willingness to explore new software such as Tink-

erCAD.

• Work well in groups when collaborating on pro-

jects relating to a particular problem.

• Inquiry and investigation skills.

Future pathways

• Year 10 Science Skills

• Art / Technology electives

• VET Integrated Technologies

Additional information

• Course cost: $10

The Arts

On Stage

Students will   build   on   skills   developed   in   improv-

isation   and   mime   performance  and  theatrical  con-

ventions.  They will  learn  about  different  genres and 

acting styles, travel through different periods of thea-

tre history and create their own dramas using various 

technologies and stimulus.

Students will:

• Explore Mime and the importance of theatrical 

conventions surrounding improvisation skills. 

• Deconstruct and dissect various genres and acting 

styles used by actors throughout history.

• Present their own performance which utilises 

various technologies to enhance their production.

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to explore new styles of performance. 

• Work well in groups when collaborating on perfor-

mances and productions.

Future pathways

• Yr 10 Into Theatre

• VCE Drama

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Rhythm Shack

In the Rhythm Shack, students explore what it means 

to be a performer both as a soloist and as part of a 

group. On a daily basis students are saturated with a 

wide variety of Music so we explore the music students 

listen to and map the development of music via listen-

ing and performance. Through performance and an un-

derstanding of how music is structured, students will 

gain a deeper insight and appreciation for the music 

they listen to and perform.

Students will:

• Use music software to create, transcribe and 
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access music scores and audio examples.

• Use instruments to practise and perform.

• Identify, apply and refine their understanding of 

musical elements.

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to explore new software such as Sibe-

lius and Musescore.

• Work well in groups when collaborating group 

pieces.

• Some experience on an instrument.

Future pathways

• Year 10 Rock Club, 

• VCE Music Performance

• VET Music Industry

Additional information

• Course cost: $15

Create (Studio Art - 2D)

In Create students focus on and explore 2D variants of 

art and artmaking.  Developing and building a range of 

skills that can be used in both practical work and the 

appreciation of others works. When making and pre-

senting works created, students will gain insight into 

the impact that art has on our culture and society.

Students will:

• Use and explore a range of artmaking practices to 

create paintings, drawings, mixed media artworks 

which convey their story or message. 

• Display and curate artwork in a space to 

communicate stories to the viewer.

• Explore stories of other artists told through their 

art that inspire the creation of the students own 

work.

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to explore new art methods such as 

painting and mixed media. 

• Work well in groups when collaborating on dis-

playing of work. 

Future pathways

• Yr 10 Painting Making and Presenting

• VCE Art Creative Practice

• VET Visual Arts

Additional information

• Course cost: $25

Ceramics

 In Ceramics, students will explore the studio process 

to create interesting and textural forms. The use of var-

ious hand building methods and surface finishing tech-

niques will be an emphasis. These final forms will be 

supported by research, development and refinement.

Students will:

• Use and explore a range of artmaking practices to 

create ceramic sculptures.

• Display and curate artwork in a space to 

communicate emotive and decorative aesthetics.

• Explore stories of other artists told through their 

art that inspire the creation of the students own 

work.

Recommended Skills:

• A willingness to get your hands dirty and refine 

your ideas.

Future pathways

• Year 10 Painting Making and Presenting

• VCE Art Creative Practice

• VET Visual Arts

Additional information

• Course cost: $30

Design Inc.

In Design Inc. students explore what it means to live 

in a visually driven world. When designing and closely 

examining forms of visual communication students will 

gain insight into the secret codes used by designers to 

influence us every day. 

Students will:

• Use design software such as illustrator and 

Photoshop to create logo’s, explore typeface and 

design advertising materials.

• Develop 21st Century Creative thinking skills to 

build problem solving and informed risk-taking 

capabilities.
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• Build on prior manual drawing and design skills.

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to explore new software such as Ado-

be Illustrator and Photoshop.

• Work well in groups when seeking feedback on 

designs.

Future pathways

• Year 10 Time to Design

• VCE Visual Communication Design

Additional information

• Course cost: $30

Digital Art

This elective allows students to explore and develop 

Digital Art skills. A range of software platforms will be 

explored as well as explicit instruction with tips and 

tricks on how to develop a personal style and how to 

drive the software.

Students will:

• Design and create their own characters using 

Adobe Illustrator

• Develop digital drawing and design techniques in 

Adobe Photoshop.

• Prepare digital products ready for printing and 

sales in Adobe InDesign.

Recommended Skills:

• Initial drawing skills will be beneficial

• Work well in groups when seeking feedback on 

designs.

Future pathways

• Year 10 Time to Design

• VCE Visual Communication Design

• VET Visual Arts, VET Screen and Media

Additional information

• Course cost: $0
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Drawn

Do you enjoy being creative through drawing? Then 

this is the elective for you. In Drawn students will ex-

plore and develop a range of drawing skills. Various 

materials will be explored through explicit instruction 

and suggested tips and tricks to build drawing skills and 

perceptions. 

Students will:

• Learn specific still life drawing techniques.

• Produce a final artpiece considering composition, 

techniques and tonal blending.

Recommended Skills:

• Patience and stamina

• Willingness to continue to practice techniques 

outside of the classroom.

Future pathways

• Year 10 Painting, Time to Design

• VCE Studio Art, Visual Communication Design

• VET Visual Arts

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Technology

Bakehouse

This is designed to introduce students to the skills re-

quired to produce a wide range of baked goods, both 

sweet and savoury, preparing a variety of flour-based 

products. They will investigate the role of key ingredi-

ents  in the preparation and cooking process. 

Students will:

• Create a variety of baked goods using a range of 

practical skills and cooking techniques.

• Explore the roles of key baking ingredients.

Recommended Skills:

• Basic understanding of kitchen hygiene and safety 

expectations. 

• Previous experience in kitchen environment.

• Time management and organisational skills.
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Future pathways

• Year 10 Masterclass as well as VCE Food Studies

• VET Hospitality, VET Kitchen Operations

• Future study or careers in hospitality and nutri-

tion. 

Additional information

• Course cost: $80

International Cooking

In this subject students will be introduced to the food 

culture of early indigenous Australians and the im-

pact that European and Asian settlement has had on 

the Australian cuisine. Students will explore foods, 

diet, etiquette and customs of different cultures and 

will prepare and be encouraged to taste foods from 

around the world.

Students will:

• Develop understanding of food culture of early 

Australian foods and the impact that European 

and Asian settlement has had on the Australian 

cuisine. 

• Create a variety of meals and desserts using a 

range of practical skills and cooking techniques.

• Explore food, diets, etiquette and customs from 

different cultures.

Recommended Skills:

• Basic understanding of kitchen hygiene and safety 

expectations. 

• Time management and organisational skills.

Future pathways

• Year 10 Masterclass as well as VCE Food Studies

• VET Hospitality, VET Kitchen Operations

• Future study or careers in hospitality and nutri-

tion. 

Additional information

• Course cost: $120

Computer Game 
Programming

In Computer Game Programming students will explore 

programming concepts and computational thinking 

strategies through the lens of computer game design. 

By developing their own playable game, students will 

gain insight into the structure of programs, including 

logic and decision-making.  

Students will:

• Investigate the history of video games.

• Design and create their own game UI, game sprites 

and backgrounds.

• Explore variables, conditional processing and basic 

program logic.

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to explore programming and scripting 

languages such as JavaScript, HTML and CSS.

• Work well in groups when collaborating on game 

programming. 

Future pathways

• Further study in IT including the Year 10 App De-

velopment elective.

• VCE Software Development. 

• VET Information, Digital Media and Technology

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Furniture Making and Design

This course is designed for students to develop skills in 

using wood and metal to build furniture. Students will 

also learn to research and plan an original design for 

their furniture. 

Students will:

• Design and build an indoor and an outdoor 

furniture piece for their home. 

• Use new tools, equipment and machines safely to 

work with wood and metal. 

• Visit fabrication labs in the community and meet 

local designers and makers. 

Recommended Skills:

• Enjoys Year 8 Technology. 
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• Enjoys hands-on learning and practical tasks. 

• Desire to work with wood and metal. Experience 

is not required. 

Future pathways

• Year 10 Innovation and Design Lab.

• VCE Product Design and Technology.

• VET Furniture Making, VET Building and Con-

struction

Additional information

• Course cost: $45

Film Focus

In Year 9 Film Focus students will explore what it 

means to make film content for the future, building on 

what we know from the past. Film students will inves-

tigate what it takes to be successful on platforms such 

as Youtube - using a wide range of pre-production, 

production and post-production techniques. They 

will learn how others have successfully told stories 

through the conventions of the moving image and in-

corporate those techniques into their own produc-

tions. The course will include close investigations into 

film artists, techniques and styles and a range of prac-

tical workshops where students will create their own 

engaging videos.

Students will:

• Pitch their own film based on a specific genre

• Plan and film a chase sequence.

• Explore and design their own Youtube channel.

Recommended Skills:

• Passion for media

• Ability to work in a group environment

• Willingness to try new programs.

Future pathways

• Year 10 Media Strikes Back, Disney Studies.

• VCE Media.

• VET Screen and Media

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Photography

In Photography students explore how the world around 

them is captured and represented via images. Through 

investigation, production and image manipulation stu-

dents will develop their understanding of aesthetics, 

composition and editing and how these can be used in 

visual storytelling. 

Students will:

• Create photography productions using specialised 

equipment and editing software.

• Examine how composition rules and photography 

conventions can influence audiences.

• Use editing software to recreate photographic 

special effects from advertising and marketing. 

Recommended Skills:

• A creative and curious eye.

• Work well in groups when collaborating on media 

projects. 

Future pathways

• Year 10 Media Strikes Back.

• VCE Media.

• VET Screen and Media

Additional information

• Course cost: $40

High Tech Fashion

Do you want to make your own fashion line? This course 

is designed for students to experiment with combining 

both traditional and high-tech equipment to construct 

fashion pieces for a runway show and social media. Stu-

dents will learn to use a sewing machine and digital fab-

rication technologies, such as Computer Aided Design 

(CAD), 3D printing and laser cutter to design and make 

fashion garments and accessories.

Students will:

• Design and construct fashion garments and 

accessories.

• Organise a runway show to present their creations.

• Visit fabrication labs in the community and meet 

local designers and makers.

Recommended Skills:
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• Enjoys Year 8 Technology.

• Enjoys hands-on learning and practical tasks.

• Desire to work with textiles and digital fabrication 

technologies. Experience is not required.

Future pathways

• Year 10 Innovation and Design Lab

• VCE Product Design and Technology.

• VET Applied Fashion, Design and Technology

Additional information

• Course cost: $60

Physical Education and Health

Football (Soccer)

This unit is practically based, in order to  further  de-

velop previously acquired skills, strategies and tactics. 

These sessions will be taught by an enthusiastic soc-

cer mad coach/teacher. In addition to developing their 

skills as players, students will explore the fundamen-

tals of the role that strength and conditioning play in 

enhancing their abilities.

Students will:

• Participate in football (soccer) drills and skills 

sessions to develop their skills. 

• Learn strategies and tactics to improve team 

performance in the sport. 

• Take on a variety of roles such as player, coach and 

umpire. 

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to participate in practical sessions to 

a high intensity. 

• Organisation skills – bringing all required equip-

ment to all lessons. 

Future pathways

• VCE Physical Education 

• VET Sport and Recreation

• Future study in sport coaching, personal training, 

strength and conditioning coaching, sport data 

analysis.

Additional information

• Course cost: $90

Outdoor Education

The Year  9  Outdoor  Education  course  is  set  up  to  

give  students  an  opportunity to participate in a range 

of activities that include a selection from surfing, orien-

teering, tree climbing, stand up paddle boarding, swim-

ming  and  water  safety,  bush  walking,  camp  cooking  

and a three day camp to Wilsons Prom.

Students will:

• Learn how to use a range of equipment in a number 

of outdoor settings such as tents, trangia, stand 

up paddle boards, surfboards, climbing harnesses, 

archery and various hiking equipment.

• Develop skills and insight into safe participation in 

an active and outdoor lifestyle.

• Work with a range of external stakeholders to 

challenge themselves in new and exciting activities

Recommended Skills:

• Adopting roles and responsibilities that support 

and enhance team cohesion and lead to successful 

group outcomes.

• Demonstrating an active approach to solving 

movement challenges.

• Overcoming adversity in a variety of indoor and 

outdoor learning environments.

Future pathways

• Year 10 Expedition Elective

• VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies 

Additional information

• Course cost: $300

Gleneagles Cup

The Gleneagles Cup runs in semester 2 in accordance 

with the government initiative ADVANCE. The focus 

of Advance is to allow students to develop something 

within their community or in partnership with a com-

munity organisation.  Students involved in this subject 

have the opportunity to attain their level O accredita-

tion for both Coaching and Umpiring in 1 of 4 sports. 

Once qualified they coach local primary school stu-

dents in preparation for a Gala tournament day held at 

Gleneagles secondary college. Gleneagles   Cup   is   a   
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student-directed   learning   environment   in   which   

students are responsible for all aspects of planning the 

event. 

Students will:

• Work with their peers to organise a sport Gala day 

called the Gleneagles Cup. 

• Gain a level 0 community coaching certification. 

• Plan and run 4 lessons with grade ¾ students of a 

selected sport. 

• Develop leadership skills to be used later in life. 

Recommended Skills:

• Time management and organisational skills – 

need to follow up on missed classes due to coach-

ing clinics at primary schools. 

• Willingness to step outside your comfort zone to 

coach primary school students and contact organ-

isations within & outside the school community. 

• Interest in sport coaching and planning. 

Future pathways

• Year 10 Get Physical.

• Year 10 True Grit.

Additional information

• Course cost: $0
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Year 10 Learning Programs   
The Year 10 program combines core subjects that ensure students maintain a broad range of pathway options, 

with allowing students to begin to specialise and accelerate in specific areas of interest in preparation for their 

continued education through to Year 12 and beyond. 

Whilst Mathematics, English, Science and Health / Physical Education are compulsory, Year 10 is primarily an 

elective based program. Year 10 students are encouraged to undertake a VCE accelerated subject, as it offers a 

valuable insight into the VCE experience and prepares them for a full VCE or VCE Vocational Major program in 

subsequent years. 

Year 10 Core Subjects

English / EAL Humanities Mathematics Science

Year 10 Programs

In Year 10, students choose between a range of different programs to suit their strengths and ambitions.

Year 10 Elective Program
The elective program allows students to explore a wide range of electives whilst engaging in the core subjects, 

allowing them to investigate their choices and strengths before committing to a senior pathway

Core Subjects 1 x HPE Elective 4 x Electives

Year 10 VCE Accelerated Program
The accelerated program allows students to begin their Senior VCE program by choosing a VCE subject they are 
confident in. Studnets should carefully consider which VCE subject they would do early and have evidence that they 
would be successful in it.

Core Subjects 1 VCE Subject 3 x Electives 

Year 10 Applied Learning Program
The applied learning program are for students who are considering the VCE Vocational Major or a vocational 
pathway afterschool. Students engage in hands-on electives and complete VCE Foundation Maths instead of the 
Year 10 Maths curriculum.

Core Subjects
(incl VCE Foundation Maths)

Applied Learning Electives
(True Grit / Career Connect)

3 x Electives



23

Year 10 Subject Overview   

Year 10 Elective Program

English
• Creative Writing ($0)
• Between the Lines (Intro to Literature) ($0)

Humanities
• Prison and Punishment ($0)
• Conflict and Crisis ($0)

Languages
• German ($0)

Mathematics
• Pathway to Mathematics Methods ($0) 
• Pathway to General Mathematics ($0) 

Science
• Understanding Our Planet ($0)
• Behavioural Science ($0)
• Science Skills ($0)

The Arts
• Rock Club ($15)
• Into Theatre ($0)
• Time to Design ($50)
• Painting - Making and Creating ($55)

Technology
• App Development ($15)
• Master Class - Food Studies ($125)
• Media Strikes Back - Film and Photography ($40)
• Disney Studies ($0)
• Innovation and Design Lab ($45)

Physical Education and Health
• Health and Physical Education ($0)
• Get Physical ($0)
• Inside Health ($0)
• Principles of Sport Science ($0)

Year 10 Applied Learning Program

Applied Learning
• True Grit ($100)
• Career Connect ($0)
• VCE Foundation Mathematics ($0)

VCE Accelerated Program

English
• VCE Literature ($0) 

Humanities
• VCE Business Management ($0)
• VCE Geography ($40)
• VCE History ($0)
• VCE Legal Studies ($0)
• VCE Global Politics ($0)

Mathematics
• VCE Foundation Mathematics ($0)
• VCE General Mathematics ($0) 
• VCE Mathematical Methods ($0) 

Science
• VCE Biology ($0) 
• VCE Chemistry ($0) 
• VCE Environmental Science ($0)
• VCE Physics ($20) 
• VCE Psychology ($0)

The Arts
• VCE Drama ($200)
• VCE Music Performance ($20)
• VCE Art - Making and Exhibiting ($150)
• VCE Visual Communication ($160)

Technology
• VCE Food Studies ($210)
• VCE Software Development ($0)
• VCE Media ($60)
• VCE Product Design and Technology ($160)

Physical Education and Health
• VCE Health and Human Development ($0)
• VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies ($600)
• VCE Physical Education ($40)

 

Semester 
One

English / EAL Mathematics Science VCE / 
Elective

HPE 
Elective

 Elective

Semester 
Two

English / EAL Mathematics Humanities VCE / 
Elective

Elective

Students are required to undertake English and Mathematics for the entire year, and Science and Humanities for a 

semester each. They should choose a HPE elective. Note that EAL and Languages are year long electives.
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English

The ability to question and critically examine the va-

riety of texts we are bombarded with in our everyday 

lives is a skill that underpins any future pathway. Year 

10 English supports students to ask questions of their 

own place in the world and engage with a variety of 

text types so they can develop confidence in commu-

nicating their views in a wide range of contexts.

Students will:

• Learn to write analytical, persuasive and creative 

texts 

• Read and view a range of exciting texts on a theme 

that is relevant to the teenage experience

• Engage in discussion and expression of their ideas 

and opinions about the world around them

Recommended Skills:

• Ability to formulate questions and opinions.

• Developing critical thinking skills. 

• Enthusiasm to share their ideas and thoughts.

• Willingness to have a curious mind.

EAL

EAL (English as an Additional Language) is the English 

pathway for students for whom English is not their 

home language and for students who have been in 

Australia for a limited time. Through the study of 

EAL, students build their capacity to communicate 

confidently and effectively. This study also links the 

understanding of the nature of language with culture, 

and the way that language changes according to 

purpose, form, and audience

Students will:

• Learn to make personal connections with texts, 

identifying vocabulary, text structures, language 

features and ideas.

• Understand effective and cohesive writing so they 

can respond to texts creatively and analytically.

• Explore, analyse, and develop argument within 

the context of contemporary issues. 

Year 10 Core Subjects
Recommended Skills:

• Independent learning skills to manage own 

learning routines.

• Willingness to engage with the subject through 

reading, writing, and discussion.

• Willingness to respond to feedback to improve 

work.

Additional information

• This subject is for pre-approved EAL students only.

Humanities

In Year 10 Humanities we investigate coastal erosion 

at a range of locations and explore wellbeing around 

the world. As part of our studies in History, we unpack 

Australia’s participation in World War 2 and the war in 

Europe and the Pacific.

Students will:

• Examine coastal erosion at a range of locations na-

tionally and globally.

• Investigate the wellbeing in different countries 

around the world.

• Analyse the different perspectives of people in the 

past and the causes and effects of significant his-

torical events including WW1 and WW2.

Recommended Skills:

• Ability to work collaboratively and independently.

• Be open minded and interested about in our past, 

our present and our future.

Mathematics

Mathematics provides students with essential knowl-

edge in Number and Algebra, Measurement and Ge-

ometry, and Statistics and Probability. 

Students will:

• Develop mathematical, ICT and numeracy skills 

that address individual student pathways.
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• Apply mathematical knowledge and skills to in-

vestigate, analyse and solve practical problems 

through problem solving.

Recommended Skills:

• Be an Active Participant.

• Pay attention to detail.

• A willingness to seek help when needed.

• Have a positive attitude.

Science

Scientific knowledge allows us to develop new tech-

nologies, solve practical problems and make informed 

decisions. This subject gives students the opportuni-

ty to build experimental skills while studying a range 

of engaging topics, such as chemistry, environmental 

science, genetics, evolution, and physics. Students will 

also be challenged to use critical and creative thinking 

when solving real-world problems 

Students will:

• Explore various fields of science 

• Conduct research and hands-on experiments

Recommended Skills:

• Ability to apply science concepts when undertak-

ing tasks.

• Work well in groups when collaborating on science 

projects and experiments .

• Willingness to think critically and creatively .
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Year 10 Applied Learning
Future pathways

• VCE Vocational Major

• TAFE courses in area of choosing

• Apprenticeships / traineeships

• Full time or part time employment

Additional information

• Part of the Year 10 Applied Learning Program

• Course cost: $100

Career Connect

This elective has an emphasis on recognising learning 

that is valued within community and work environments 

in preparation for employment. Students will explore ca-

reer pathways and the future of work in Australia.

Students will:

• Complete work experience placements. 

• Explore Career pathways of interests. 

• Build their resume by creating a portfolio of projects. 

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to try new things 

• A strong work ethic.

• Organisational and self-management skills.

Future pathways

• VCE Vocational Major

• TAFE courses in area of choosing

• Apprenticeships / traineeships

• Full time or part time emplooyment

Additional information

• Part of the Year 10 Applied Learning Program

• Course cost: $0

The Applied Learning Program at GSC is a ‘hands-on’ op-
tion for Year 10 students, offering practical work-related 
experience and learning, whilst developing 21st Century 
Skills. The largely practical program is an initiative being 
undertaken that will look to better prepare our students 
for a pathway in applied learning, whilst also giving them 
a range of life skills.

The Year 10 Appled Learning directly supports a pathway 
into the VCE Vocational Major certificate. Students with-
in the program will choose the following subjects.

True Grit

This elective has an emphasis on the importance of 

self and connection to a community. Students will take 

a hands-on approach to their learning.  Students will 

learn teamwork whilst deliver programs that allow 

students to apply their learning through community 

based projects, both internally and externally. 

Students will:

• Work across the school on different student led 

projects. 

• Design projects based on themselves and their 

class community that build confidence, team 

building and leadership skills.

• Be mentors to students in lower year levels 

• Raise money for chosen strategies through 

student led projects.

Recommended Skills:

• Students need a can-do attitude, willingness to try 

new things.

• Apply literacy and numeracy skills to real-world 

problems. 

• Creative thinking and problem solving skills are 

beneficial. 
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VCE Foundation Maths

Foundation Mathematics Units 1 and 2 focus on pro-

viding students with the mathematical knowledge, 

skills, understanding and dispositions to solve prob-

lems in real contexts for a range of workplace, person-

al, further learning, and community settings relevant 

to contemporary society. 

Students will:

• Consolidate mathematical foundations

• Further develop their knowledge and capability 

to plan and conduct activities independently and 

collaboratively.

• Communicate their mathematical ideas and 

acquire mathematical knowledge skills to make 

informed decisions in their lives.

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to try new things and a strong work 

ethic.

• Organisational and self-management skills.

Future pathways

• VCE Vocational Major

Additional information

• Part of the Year 10 Applied Learning Program

• Course levy: $0
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The elective program allows students to explore a wide 
range of electives whilst engaging in the core subjects, 
allowing them to investigate their choices and strengths 
before committing to a senior pathway.

All students should choose at least one HPE elective and/
or VCE subject.

English

Creative Writing

Do you like writing fiction, or would like to but don’t 

yet know how? This elective provides an opportunity 

to grow your creative writing skills and learn the tips 

and tricks of your favourite authors. This elective also 

provides students with the opportunity to enhance 

their close reading and creative writing skills required 

for VCE English and Literature.

Students will:

• Read literary works such as short stories and 

excerpts from novels, plays and screenplays, and 

use them as models for their own writing.

• Workshop their writing to improve their stories 

and can enter a range of short story competitions.

Recommended Skills:

• Passion for reading and writing.

Future pathways

• VCE English and Literature.

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Between The Lines (Intro to 
Literature)

The study of literature focuses on the enjoyment and 

appreciation of reading that arises from discussion, 

debate and the challenge of exploring the meaning 

of literary texts. Students  This elective will challenge 

and extend students beyond the mainstream English 

classroom and develop essential skills for students 

interested in studying VCE Literature.  

Students will:

• Reflect on their own interpretations of texts and 

the interpretations of others. 

• Read and review a variety of novels, plays, poetry, 

films and essays.

Recommended Skills:

• Passion for reading.

• Analysis writing skills.

Future pathways

• VCE Literature

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Humanities

Prison and Punishment

Are you interested in studying murder? Do you want 

to learn more about criminal law? Does investigating 

prisons interest you? Prison & Punishment is for 

students interested in studying how to catch a killer 

and hand down a punishment. If you love watching Law 

& Order, Prison and Punishment is for you.

Students will:

• Investigate what happens after a crime has 

occurred.

• Take an in-depth look into murder.

• Research the life of a prisoner.

• Investigate alternative ways to punish an offender.

Recommended Skills:

• Investigative skills.

• An interest in learning about crime.

Year 10 Electives
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Future pathways

• VCE Legal Studies

• VCE Sociology

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Conflict and Crisis

Crisis and Conflict is for students who are passionate 

about the significant issues facing our globalised 

world. Students will learn about terrorism and the 

refugee crisis as well as discuss the ability of political 

leaders to deal with these problems. If you think you 

have what it takes to be President of the World, then 

Crisis and Conflict is for you! 

Students will:

• Investigate major terrorist groups. 

• Research the significance of various terrorist 

attacks. 

• Examine the crises of our globalised world. 

Recommended Skills:

• An interest in the world we live in.

• Investigative skills.

Future pathways

• VCE Global Politics 

• VCE History 

• VCE Sociology 

• VCE Geography

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Languages

German

Year 10 German provides students with the 

opportunity to develop the language and cultural skills 

and knowledge necessary to undertake VCE German. 

Over two semesters, students will improve their 

spoken and written capabilities as well as listening and 

reading comprehension

Students will:

• Improve their spoken and written capabilities.

• Improve their listening and reading comprehension.

Recommended Skills:

• Participation in Year 9 German.

• Practice language skills regularly.

Future pathways

• VCE German

Mathematics

Pathway to Mathemathical 
Methods

This subject will provide preparation for high-achieving 

students who are wishing to study Mathematical 

Methods and possibly Specialist Mathematics in VCE. 

Students will:

• Have the opportunity to preview many of the 

topics that are studied in these subjects. 

• Topics that will be studied include Surds, 

Matrices, Circular functions, Polynomials and 

transformations of functions. 

• Students will use a CAS calculator in this course to 

further enhance their technology skills.

Recommended Skills:

• Consistently high-level understanding as 

demonstrated by CAT results of Success with 

Excellence in Year 9 Maths

• A willingness to stretch their knowledge of 

Mathematical concepts.

Future pathways

• VCE Mathematical Methods and Specialist 

Mathematics.

Additional information

• This subject has additional requirements.

• Course cost: $0
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Pathway to General 
Mathematics

This subject will provide preparation for strong 

Mathematics students who are wishing to study 

General Maths in VCE.

Students will:

• Have the opportunity to preview many of the 

topics that are studied in General Maths at VCE. 

Topics will include: Graphs and Networks, Data 

Analysis, Recurrence Relations and Financial 

Maths.

• Students will use a CAS calculator in this course to 

further enhance their technology skills.

Recommended Skills:

• High-level understanding as demonstrated by 

CAT results of Success with Merit in Year 9 Maths

• A willingness to stretch their knowledge of 

Mathematical concepts.

Future pathways

• VCE General Mathematics

Additional information

• This subject has additional requirements.

• Course cost: $0

Science

Understanding Our Planet

Do you want to learn about our impact on the natural 

world? Some of the most important environmental 

issues of our time will be explored. Learn about 

Ecosystems, Climate Change, Pollution and Renewable 

Energy. We explore how we as the human race utilise 

the resources our Earth offers and how to ensure we 

have resources for future generations. 

Students will:

• Learn about Ecosystems, Climate Change, 

Pollution and Renewable Energy.

• Explore how we utilise the resources our Earth 

offers and how to ensure we have resources for 

future generations.

Recommended Skills:

• Ability to work collaboratively in the laboratory

• Willingness to think critically and creatively.

• A growth mindset and commitment to improving 

experimental skills.

Future pathways

• VCE Environmental Science.

• Wildlife Management, Marine Ecology, Zoology.

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Behavioural Science

if you are interested in understanding human 

thoughts, feelings, behaviours, the brain, and the 

science of everything else that goes on inside our 

minds, then Behavioural Science is the subject for 

you! In Behavioural Science, you will explore what 

makes humans so alike, yet so different with topics 

like neurology, personality, intelligence, emotions, 

relationships, development, forensic psychology, and 

of course, behaviourism. 

Students will:

• Use the scientific method to make observations 

and draw conclusions about psychological theories. 

• Investigate different Behavioural Science concepts 

through a mix of theory and practical activities like 

brain dissections and memory tests.

• Examine famous researchers and their 

contributions to Psychology & Behavioural 

Science. 

Recommended Skills:

• Curiosity about the human mind 

• Learn with an open-minded perspective 

Future pathways

• VCE Psychology

• Medical health care, personal services, law, 

management, education.

Additional information

• Course cost: $0
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Science Skills

Year 10 Science Skills provides students with the 

opportunity to develop the important science inquiry 

skills required to achieve success across a number 

of different science pathways. Students are given 

opportunities to practise a range of skills in the 

laboratory, learn how to use new scientific equipment, 

and design and conduct their own scientific 

investigation. 

Students will:

• Learn how to write and keep a detailed logbook to 

demonstrate key scientific inquiry skills.

• Conduct a range of scientific experiments to 

develop key inquiry skills.

• Apply the scientific method to design and conduct 

a scientific investigation of their own choice.

Recommended Skills:

• Ability to work collaboratively in the laboratory

• Willingness to think critically and creatively.

• A growth mindset and commitment to improving 

experimental skills.

Future pathways

• VCE Science subjects

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

The Arts

Rock Club

In the Rock Club, students explore what it means to 

be a performer both as a soloist and as part of a group 

developing and refining their skills. We explore the 

music students listen to and the development of Rock 

Music via listening and performance. Through listening 

and performance students will learn to identify, apply 

and refine their understanding of musical elements. 

Students will gain a deeper insight of contemporary 

music and an appreciation for the music they listen to 

and perform.

Students will:

• Use music software to create, transcribe and 

access music scores and audio examples. 

• Use instruments to practise and perform.

• Identify, apply and refine their understanding of 

musical elements.

Recommended Skills:

• Some experience on an instrument.

• Learn Audacity, access ultimate guitar and a variety 

of other apps.

• Work well in groups when collaborating group 

pieces.

• Identify, apply and refine their understanding of 

elements through listening and performance.

Future pathways

• VCE Music Performance

• VET Music Industry

Additional information

• Course cost: $15

Into Theatre

In a combination of Drama and Theatre Studies skills, 

students will be involved in the direction, producing, 

design and performance of a class production. They will 

draw from their previous experience in Year 9 Drama 

and further learn a wide range of performance skills to 

put on a production confidently and successfully for an 

audience. Students will not only develop performance 

skills, dramatic techniques and team building skills but 

also learn about theatre stagecraft design in creating 

their production. These will include the design and 

creation of costume, sound, props, lighting, etc., 

culminating in a stagecraft design folio assessment. 

Students choosing this elective must be prepared 

to participate in a performance in front of various 

audiences.

Students will:

• Develop performance skills and dramatic 

techniques

• Explore theatre stage craft design and produce a 

class production

• Develop team building and collaboration skills in 

dramatic productions

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to perform to an audience in a class 

production.
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• Ability to demonstrate good organisation skills. 

• Ability to work collaboratively with peers to 

produce a stage production of a class performance.

Future pathways

• VCE Drama

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Time To Design

In Time to Design students learn what makes unique 

designs by incorporating 21st Century Thinking 

Skills.  Explore various drawing techniques in both 

manual and digital forms, from the fields of design 

(environmental, industrial and communication) and 

explore various approaches to design.  Learn how to 

respond to design briefs and produce final designs that 

target the client and public’s needs. Investigate the 

works of other designers and their practices, both past 

and present to further enhance your ability to push a 

design to its limits.

Students will:

• Use the design Process and a range of critical and 

creative thinking skills to design specified tasks 

according to a given brief

• Deconstruct and dissect various visual 

communications in three fields of design

• Develop manual and digital technical drawing 

techniques to use in own designs 

Recommended Skills:

• Openness to think outside the square and take 

informed risks with own designs. 

• Learn and use design language and terminology 

when analysing existing designs.

• Ability to be organised, follow a process and 

document steps along the way.

Future pathways

• VCE Visual Communication

Additional information

• Course cost: $50

Painting (Making and 
Creating)

In Painting (Making and Presenting), students will 

explore the use of paints and mixed mediums to create 

artworks with a contemporary focus. This includes the 

instruction of formal painting skills and contemporary 

art practices such as spray paint/multimedia. 

Students will:

• Use and explore a range of art mediums and 

materials.

• Familiarize themselves with issues around display 

of work and use of space.

• Explore contemporary artists.

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to explore new painting techniques 

and materials. 

• Basic drawing skills.  

Future pathways

• VCE Art Creating and Making

• VCE Visual Communication Design

• VET Visual Arts

Additional information

• Course cost: $55

Technology

App Development

In App Development students will explore a range 

of digital technologies to learn more about digital 

systems and analysing data and design requirements 

for a working solution. Students will follow the steps 

of Analysis, Design, Development and Evaluation 

to create their working applications or application 

prototypes.  Students will continue to learn about 

coding and how to develop solutions for web-based, 

mobile and windows-based solutions. 

Students will:

• Explore web design principles and processes 

including cybersecurity.

• Use C# programming language to learn the 

fundamentals of coding.
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• Perform the stages of Analysis, Design, 

Development and Evaluation to develop working 

solutions and solution prototypes

Recommended Skills:

• Learn and use the C# programming language to 

develop a range of digital solutions.

• Willingness to explore other coding and scripting 

languages such as HTML, CSS, JavaScript and 

more

Future pathways

• VCE Software Development

• VET Information, Digital Media and Technology

• Programming, Web Design, Security or Project 

Management.

Additional information

• Course cost: $15

Master Class - Food Studies

In Masterclass students will their understanding of 

food while acquiring skills that enable them to take 

greater ownership of their food decisions and eating 

patterns. Students will build on their knowledge of key 

nutrients and foods and the use of the design process 

and a variety of cooking methods to produce high 

quality menu items. 

Students will:

• Create a variety of meals and desserts using a 

range of practical skills and cooking techniques.

• Explore the roles nutrients, vitamins and minerals 

play in the diet. 

• Develop an understand of Australian healthy 

eating models, and how to apply them. 

Recommended Skills:

• Basic understanding of kitchen hygiene and safety 

expectations. 

• Previous experience in kitchen environment.

• Time management and organisational skills.

Future pathways

• VCE Food Studies

• VET Hospitality, VET Kitchen Operations

• Study or career in Hospitality and Nutrition

Additional information

• Course cost: $125 

Media Strikes Back (Film and 
Photography)

In Media Strikes Back students will explore what it 

means to be a media creator and consumer in the 

digital age through the mediums of digital video and 

digital photography. This unit will allow students to 

improve their skills using the Digital SLR cameras and 

editing software.

Students will:

• Learn the advanced features of the dSLR camera.

• Design and produce an ‘A Current Affair’ segment.

• Edit a ‘remixed’ horror trailer.

Recommended Skills:

• Basic understanding of the dSLR camera and 

Adobe Premiere.

• Attention to detail and ability to write detailed 

analysis

• Can work in groups to create media products.

Future pathways

• VCE Media

• VET Screen and Media

• Studies or career in Media, Marketing and 

Advertising.

Additional information

• Course cost: $40

Disney Studies

Throughout history, media products have reflected 

the values and norms of the world in which they are 

produced. In Disney Studies, students explore changing 

attitudes, technologies and society through the lens 

of Disney and Pixar animation, and modern television 

products from Disney, Marvel and Star Wars.

Students will:

• Deconstruct common media representations 

across different time periods and contexts. 

• Explore the codes and conventions of film and 
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television.

• Explore changes in production and audience and 

how this has influenced media products.

Recommended Skills:

• Learn and use media language when analysing 

media products. 

• A keen interest in film and television.

• Contribute to class discussions and activities. 

Future pathways

• VCE Media

• Studies or career in Media, Marketing and 

Advertising.

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Innovation and Design Lab

Do you enjoy making things? Do you want to know how 

you can use your talents to make a positive change? In 

this course, students investigate how designers and 

makers can create innovative products that can build 

a better future for everyone. Students will design and 

make new products that contribute to solving global 

issues.  

Students will:

• Design and make new products that can help 

other people and the environment. 

• Combine different materials, such as wood, metal, 

plastic and textiles to make innovative products. 

• Visit fabrication labs in the community and meet 

local designers and makers. 

Recommended Skills:

• Enjoys hands-on learning, problem solving and 

practical tasks. 

• Completing a Year 9 Design Technology subject is 

helpful but not required.

• Experience in working with wood, metal, plastic or 

textiles is recommended but not required. 

Future pathways

• VCE Product Design

• Studies or career in product and industrial 

design, visual communication design, building and 

construction, carpentry, metal fabrication, fashion 

design, advanced manufacturing, sustainability, 

business and entrepreneurship.  

Additional information

• Course cost: $45

Physical Education and Health

Health and Physical 
Education

Year 10 Health & Physical Education places an 

emphasis on students learning new ways to move their 

bodies to promote positive health outcomes. Students 

will investigate ways to monitor their fitness, physical 

health and goal setting skills. Students will participate 

in a ‘Leading in PE’ unit using prior skills and knowledge 

to further enhance communication & leadership 

skills. Students will further investigate respectful 

relationships and explore Youth Health issues such as 

sex education and safe partying.

Students will:

• Participate in practical lessons as well as theory 

classroom-based lessons across the timetable.

• Develop a positive relationship with movement to 

adopt a healthy lifestyle.

• Develop leadership skills that can be utilised 

outside the classroom.

• Develop skills to have respectful relationships with 

those around them and apply learnings to potential 

intimate relationships.

Recommended Skills:

• Attendance with the correct Uniform for practical 

lessons and the adequate materials required for 

theory lessons.

• Positive attitude and stamina to perform 

movement challenges within practical lessons.

• Step outside of comfort zone to demonstrate 

leadership and collaboration skills when working 

in groups or teams.

Future pathways

• VCE Health and Human Development

• VCE Physical Education

• Future study in public health promotion, sports 

coaching, fitness industry
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Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Get Physical

Get Physical students will collect and analyse 

information from and participate in a variety of physical 

activities to develop and refine movement skills 

from a coaching perspective, through the application 

of biomechanical and skill acquisition principles. 

Students explore sport performance and through the 

lens of a coach apply principles for enhanced athlete 

performance. Principles include fitness components, 

training methods, planning a training program, energy 

systems and sport nutrition. 

Students will:

• Participate in both practical and theory-based 

lessons to apply their knowledge. 

• Analyse sports and athlete performance through 

a coaching lens. 

• Conduct and participate in a training program to 

improve performance. 

• Apply high level knowledge of energy systems and 

performance. 

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to participate in practical sessions to 

a high intensity.

• Interest in sport and athlete performance. 

• Time management strategies and organisation – 

bringing all required materials to each class.

• Strong results from ‘move your body’ CAT from 

year 9 HPE. 

Future pathways

• VCE Physical Education

• VET Sport and Recreation

• Future study in sport science, sport coaching, 

strength and conditioning, sport management, 

and sport nutrition. 

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Inside Health

This subject will look at the human body from a health 

perspective. It will investigate how the body changes 

and develops as it moves through the different stages 

of the lifespan. It will look at Health topics such as 

healthy eating, nutrition, agencies involved in health 

promotion and specific health issues throughout the 

lifespan.

Students will:

• Develop an understanding of the dimensions of 

health and wellbeing 

• Investigate the stages of the lifespan. 

• Investigate health issues in the Australian 

community. 

• Explore healthy eating and what nutrients are 

needed by the human body for good health and 

wellbeing. 

Recommended Skills:

• Interest in health and health promotion. 

• Time management strategies and organisation – 

bringing all required materials to each class.

• Willingness to participate in class discussion on a 

range of health issues. 

Future pathways

• VCE Health and Human Development 

• VET Sport and Recreation

• Future career pathway in health science, sports 

science, human movement, teaching, health 

promotion, nutrition or as a dietitian. 

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Principles of Sport Science

Students work on a range of different sports and 

activities though a ‘sports science lens’. Students 

will apply scientific principles to improve athletic 

performance including biomechanics, laws of 

motion and movement principles to improve athletic 

performance. This subject also will look at the human 

body from a physical activity and fitness perspective. 

It will investigate how the body changes and develops 

in response to physical activity. Students will explore 
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Physical Education topics such as body systems 

(muscular, circulatory, respiratory, and skeletal 

systems). 

Students will:

• Participate in both practical and theory-based 

lessons to apply their knowledge. 

• Analyse sports and athlete performance through 

a biomechanical lens. 

• Explore the body systems and what role they play 

in exercise and performance. 

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to participate in practical sessions to 

a high intensity.

• Interest in sport and athlete performance. 

• Interest in biology and physics. 

Future pathways

• VCE Physical Education 

• VET Sport and Recreation

• Future study in sport science, sport coaching, 

strength and conditioning. 

Additional information

• Course cost: $0
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The accelerated program allows students to begin their 
Senior VCE program by choosing a VCE subject they are 
confident in. Students should carefully consider which 
VCE subject they would do early and have evidence that 
they would be successful in it.

To help make an informed decision, the Successful traits 
section gives guidance on what is expected for the subject.

English

VCE Literature

Studying this subject, students deepen their aware-

ness of the historical, social and cultural influences 

that shape texts and their understanding of them-

selves as readers. Students immerse themselves in 

challenging fiction and non-fiction texts, discovering 

and experimenting with a variety of interpretations in 

order to develop their own responses.

Students will:

• Read and explore a diverse range of established 

and emerging literary works to become 

increasingly empowered to discuss texts.

• Extend their creativity and high-order thinking 

to express and develop their critical and creative 

voices.

• Explore the way authors craft their writing.

• Write creatively themselves and be critical in 

developing their individual voice. 

Recommended Skills:

• Consistent high scoring CATs and at level or above 

Victorian Curriculum score in English.

• To be willing to offer their own interpretations of a 

whole text (or a collection of texts). 

• To be able to engage in the close analysis of pas-

sages or extracts from a text.

Future pathways

• Creative writer, Journalist, Teacher, Historian, 

Psychologist.

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Humanities

VCE Business Management

Do you want to know how to start a business and be 

successful? VCE Business Management is the subject 

for you! Business Management examines the ways 

businesses manage resources to achieve objectives. 

You will follow the process from the first idea of a busi-

ness concept, to planning and establishing a business, 

the day-to-day management and consider the changes 

that need to be made to ensure a business remains a 

viable entity.

Students will:

• Discover how to start and market a business.

• Learn how to be a successful business and avoid 

failure.

• Develop knowledge and skills that enhance your 

confidence and ability to participate effectively as 

socially responsible and ethical members. 

Recommended Skills:

• Ability to analyse case studies in detail.

• If you are interested in making money or interest-

ed in learning about how businesses operate.

• Use critical thinking to investigate current busi-

ness success/failure.

Future pathways

• Small business owner, project manager, human re-

source manager, operations manager or executive 

manager. 

• Alternatively, you can specialise in areas such as 

marketing, public relations and event manage-

ment. 

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

VCE Accelerated Program
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VCE Geography

Geography is all around us. VCE Geography enables 

you to gain a deeper insight into the relationships be-

tween people and environments. It helps you identify 

how human culture interacts with the natural environ-

ment, and the way that locations and places can have 

an impact on people.

Students will:

• Investigate human and physical geographic topics 

including disasters, tourism, changes to land and 

population.

• Analyse a range of primary and secondary sources 

such as maps, graphs and other data.

• Participate in a range of fieldwork activities.

Recommended Skills:

• Can think critically and creatively and work effec-

tively in both teams and independently.

• Uses their investigative skills to conduct geo-

graphic inquiry and fieldwork.

Future pathways

• VCE Geography is a great head start for those who 

love to travel but will also lead to further study or 

careers in a wide variety of fields in both govern-

ment and non-government sectors. 

• These can include education, mapping, town plan-

ning, tourism management, environmental man-

agement. 

Additional information

• Course cost: $40

VCE History

Beheadings, betrayal, and new beginnings! VCE His-

tory explores events from the Ancient Regime in 

pre-Revolutionary France to the continued fight for 

Civil Rights in America. In Units 1 and 2, you will dive 

into “Modern History”; an investigation, largely, into 

events of the Twentieth Century. In Units 3 and 4, we 

jump back and cover the French and Russian Revolu-

tions.  

Students will:

• Investigate the lasting social, economic, and 

political impacts of both World Wars.  

• Understand the tensions that led to the Cold War.  

• Examine the causes and consequences of the 

French and Russian Revolutions. 

Recommended Skills:

• Ability to write detailed analytical essays.

• Identify and explain patterns of change.  

• Think critically about the cause, effect, and signifi-

cance of events. 

• Analyse and interrogate historical sources.  

Future pathways

• History leads to opportunities in a range of careers, 

including academia, management and government. 

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

VCE Legal Studies

In Legal Studies, students examine the justice system 

in Australia. This includes exploring criminal and civil 

law, the courts, parliament and the Australian Consti-

tution. Through applying legal concepts to case studies, 

students develop their critical thinking and become the 

judge of the institutions that have shaped our society. 

Students will:

• Analyse crimes such as murder, and civil wrongs 

such as defamation.

• Examine the fairness of Australia’s courts and 

tribunals.

• Investigate how ordinary citizens can influence 

change.

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to share your opinion on current af-

fairs, human rights and justice.

• Ability to read and think critically about real-life 

criminal and civil cases.

Future pathways

• VCE Legal Studies is a great pathway to further 

study and careers in a range of fields such as law, 

politics and education. 
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• This includes policing, forensics, criminology, se-

curity, customs, legal research, teaching, and of 

course careers within the courtroom such as law-

yer and judge.

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

VCE Global Politics

VCE Global Politics is the study of contemporary pow-

er at both national and global levels. Global Politics 

offers students the opportunity to engage with key 

political, social and economic issues and to become in-

formed citizens, voters and participants in their local, 

national and international communities. 

Students will:

• Explore, explain and evaluate national and global 

political issues, problems and events, as well as the 

forces that shape these and responses to them.

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to explore a wide range of historical 

texts to engage with the subject. 

• Ability to engage in analytical writing, producing 

evaluative essays on the topics studied. 

• Interest in exploration of such topics as politics, 

globalisation, human rights and people movement. 

Future pathways

• Global Politics leads to opportunities in a range 

of careers, including academia, management and 

government. 

• Students may also pursue occupations in corpo-

rate and private enterprises in fields such as jour-

nalism, education, law, research and politics. 

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

VCE Sociology

Sociology involves study of human behaviour and so-

cial interaction to understand how societies are or-

ganised, develop and change. VCE Sociology allows for 

students to develop critical thinking skills and examine 

key theories regarding family, deviance, ethnicity, com-

munity and social movements. 

Students will:

• Develop social awareness and an ability to apply to 

daily life settings.

• Explore social institutions and change through 

comparative perspectives.

• Closely analyse issues in the media such as misrep-

resentation of youth, crime, multiculturalism and 

Australian Indigenous Culture. 

Recommended Skills:

• Has an interest in current affairs and keeps updat-

ed on news and media.

• Has strong collaboration skills and is willing to con-

tribute to informative class discussions.

• Writing detailed analysis using feedback to im-

prove on work.

Future pathways

• University subjects such as criminology and sociol-

ogy

• Social Services careers

• Teaching/work with youth

• Migrant and Multicultural programs

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

Maths

VCE Foundation 
Mathematics

Foundation Mathematics Units 1 and 2 focus on pro-

viding students with the mathematical knowledge, 

skills, understanding and dispositions to solve prob-

lems in real contexts for a range of workplace, person-

al, further learning, and community settings relevant to 

contemporary society. 

Students will:

• Consolidate mathematical foundations

• Further develop their knowledge and capability 

to plan and conduct activities independently and 
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collaboratively.

• Communicate their mathematical ideas and 

acquire mathematical knowledge skills to make 

informed decisions in their lives.

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to try new things and a strong work 

ethic.

• Organisational and self-management skills.

Future pathways

• VCE Vocational Major

• TAFE level / Trade Studies

• Apprenticeship or Traineeship

Additional information

• Course levy: $0

VCE General Mathematics

General Mathematics cater for a range of student in-

terests. The areas of study for General Mathematics 

include ‘Data analysis, probability and statistics’, ‘Dis-

crete mathematics’, ‘Functions, relations and graphs’ 

and ‘Space and measurement’.

Students will:

• Apply techniques, routines and processes 

involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists 

and tables, diagrams, networks and geometric 

constructions, algorithms, algebraic manipulation, 

equations and graphs, with and without the use of 

technology.

Recommended Skills:

• Students should be comfortable with the topics of 

Statistics, Financial Maths and Linear Equations

• They should have achieved at least Success with 

Merit on a Financial Maths CAT.

Future pathways

• Accounting, Architecture, Commerce, Economics, 

Nursing, Science, Agricultural Science, Agri-

business, Business Management, Aviation, 

Construction Management, Information 

Technology, Building Trades, Building Design, etc.

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

VCE Mathematical Methods

Mathematical Methods provides an introductory study 

of simple elementary functions of a single real variable, 

algebra, calculus, probability and statistics and their 

applications in a variety of practical and theoretical 

contexts. 

Students will:

• Apply techniques, routines and processes 

involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists 

and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, 

algorithms, algebraic manipulation, equations, 

graphs and differentiation, with and without the 

use of technology. 

• Use numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and 

statistical functionality of technology (CAS)

Recommended Skills:

• Students choosing Mathematical Methods should 

have facility with relevant mental and by-hand ap-

proaches to estimation and computation. 

• They must be strong at algebra. 

• They should have achieved a Success with Excel-

lence for all Algebra topics in Year 9 Mathematics.

• Strong results in Maths Entrance Exam

Future pathways

• Mathematics Methods CAS is a pre-requisite for 

all University Engineering Courses, some Science 

courses, and some Commerce/Business courses.

• Engineering, Computer Science, Medicine, 

Biomedicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science, 

Accounting, Commerce, Information Technology, 

Aviation, Nanotechnology, Radiography, Pharmacy, 

Science, Applied Science, Environments, etc.

Additional information

• This subject has additional requirements.

• Course cost: $0
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Science

VCE Biology

Biology explores the diversity of life as it has evolved 

and changed over time, and considers how living or-

ganisms function and interact. It explores the process-

es of life, from the molecular world of the cell to that 

of the whole organism, and examines how life forms 

maintain and ensure their continuity. Students study 

contemporary research, models and theories to un-

derstand how knowledge in biology has developed and 

how this knowledge continues to change in response 

to new evidence and discoveries. 

Students will:

• Engage in a range of scientific investigation 

methodologies.

• Interrogate the links between knowledge, theory 

and practice.

• Critically assess the strengths and limitations of 

science, respect evidence-based conclusions and 

gain an awareness of ethical contexts of science 

endeavours.

• Develop problem solving skills including critical 

and creative thinking, and communication skills.

Recommended Skills:

• Has strong collaboration skills to work on a range 

of scientific investigations

• Inquiry skills including practical experimentation, 

research and analytical skills 

• Strong scientific literacy and work ethic.

Future pathways

• VCE Biology leads to further study or careers in 

botany, genetics, immunology, microbiology, phar-

macology and zoology. 

• In addition, Biology is applied in many fields of 

human endeavour including bioethics, biotechnol-

ogy, dentistry, ecology, education, food science, 

forestry, healthcare, medicine, sports science and 

veterinary science. 

Additional information

• Course cost: $30
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VCE Chemistry

VCE Chemistry enables students to explore key 

processes related to matter and its behaviour. 

Students consider the relationship between materials 

and energy through four themes: the design and 

composition of useful materials, the reactions and 

analysis of chemicals in water, the efficient production 

and use of energy and materials, and the investigation 

of carbon-based compounds.

Students will:

• Use a range of analytical techniques to collect data

• Design and undertake practical investigation to 

interrogate the links between theory, knowledge 

and practice.

• Analyse different manufacturing process and 

compare a range of energy resources and 

technologies

• Compare the efficiency of different technologies 

and sources mathematically

Recommended Skills:

• Success with Excellence on Science CATs

• Success with Merit on the Mathematics Entry Test.

• Above 2.3 on Science Progress Reports

• Strong laboratory and collaboration skills

Future pathways

• VCE Chemistry leads to further study or careers in 

Agriculture, Biochemistry, Dietetics, Engineering, 

Environmental studies, Food, Forensic 

science, Forestry, Horticulture, Law, Medicine, 

Oceanography, Pharmacy, Sports Science, 

Biotechnology, Nanotechnology and Winemaking.

Additional information

• This subject has additional requirements

• Course cost: $0

• 

VCE Environmental Science

Environmental science is an interdisciplinary, 

investigative science that explores the interactions 

and interconnectedness between humans and their 
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environments, and analyses the functions of both living 

and non-living elements that sustain Earth systems.

Students will:

• Develop knowledge and understanding of Earth 

as a dynamic and complex set of four interrelated 

systems.

• Understand that sustainable, solutions-focused 

responses to environmental challenges involve 

innovative thinking as well as responsible 

decision-making that is influenced by both 

regulatory frameworks and the values, knowledge 

and priorities of multiple stakeholders.

• Develop a range of individual and collaborative 

science inquiry skills through a variety of 

investigation methodologies in the laboratory 

and field, refining investigations to improve data 

quality.

Recommended Skills:

• Scientific inquiry skills including practical 

experimentation

• Research and analytical skills

• Problem solving skills, including critical and 

creative thinking

Future pathways

• Environmental Science is a growing industry due 

to the increase awareness and global concern 

relating to key concepts such as climate change, 

global warming and renewable energy.

• Future pathways include, Environmental 

Management Planner for private and government 

industries, Field Research, Park Australia and 

Parks Victoria.

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

VCE Physics

Physics is the study of matter and energy interactions 

in the world around us. VCE Physics helps students 

to understand the inner workings of the universe, 

challenges misconceptions about the very small, very 

large, or very fast, and builds problem solving and ab-

stract thinking skills.

Students will:

• Study a range of topics including thermodynamics, 

electricity, nuclear physics, forces and motion, and 

quantum physics.

• Build practical science skills by undertaking a 

student-designed practical investigation.

• Create and explore scientific and mathematical 

models to help explain observations of the 

universe.

Recommended Skills:

• Strong foundation of mathematics including 

algebra, trigonometry and spatial reasoning, with 

very strong year 10 physical science and maths 

results.

• Commitment to a structured approach to studying 

with a keen interest in maths and physics.

• Success on Physics Entry Test 

• Success with Merit on the Methods Entry Test

• Achieve above 2.3 on Science Progress Reports

Future pathways

• VCE Physics leads to range of study options and 

disciplines such as astrophysics, medical diagnosis 

and treatment, nuclear science, radiography and 

engineering.

• Cross-disciplinary areas such as climate science, 

forensic science, neuroscience and sports science 

are also supported by the study of VCE Physics.

Additional information

• This subject has additional requirements

• Course cost: $20

VCE Psychology

Psychology is the scientific study of mental processes 

and behaviour in humans. Psychology provides students 

with a sophisticated framework for understanding the 

complex interactions between biological, behavioural, 

cognitive, and socio-cultural factors that influence 

thought, emotions and behaviour. The study assists 

students in further developing their language and 

communication skills as well as numeracy skills for 

research, data analysis and other applications. 

Students will:

• Conduct group research investigations, deriving 

their own hypothesis, creating their own 
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experimental procedures and critically evaluate 

their results and methodology.  

• Link key concepts and theories in the course to 

everyday human experience 

• Explore ethical issues surrounding the use of 

human subjects in experimental research

Recommended Skills:

• Success with Merit on Y9 Science CAT

• Achieve above 2.3 on Science Progress Reports

Future pathways

• VCE Psychology leads to future pathways in 

mental health fields, marketing, human resources, 

education; and many other occupations that 

require analytical and communication skills. 

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

The Arts

VCE Drama

VCE Drama connects students to multiple traditions of 

drama practice across a range of social, historical and 

cultural contexts. Through the processes of devising 

and performing drama, students investigate self and 

others by exploring and responding to the contexts, 

the narratives and the stories that shape their worlds. 

Introducing students to theories and processes for the 

creative development of new work, Drama allows the 

development of skills as creative and critical thinkers.

Students will:

• Develop an understanding of drama as a way of 

communicating stories, ideas and meaning.

• Examine contemporary drama practice, the 

work of selected practitioners and theorists and 

associated performance styles.

• Devise, perform and evaluate solo and ensemble 

drama work.

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to perform to an audience in a class 

production 

• Ability to demonstrate good organisation skills

Future pathways

• VCE Drama can establish a basis for further edu-

cation and employment in the fields of performing 

arts, acting and communication.

• Can lead to careers that include but are not limit-

ed to Acting, media presenting, community arts, 

Dramatherapist, Runner, broadcasting/film/video, 

directing, theatre stage managing.

Additional information

• Course cost: $200

VCE Music Performance

Through performance students rehearse and pres-

ent planned performances using technical control, 

expression and stylistic understanding which demon-

strate knowledge drawn from their investigation of the 

Organisation of Music. Students create short music 

works/responses that demonstrate their understand-

ing of different approaches to musical organisation, 

and reflect on the creative process.

Students will:

• Rehearse and present planned performances

• Use technical control, expression and stylistic 

understanding in solo and ensemble works

• Arrange and compose short music exercises that 

reflect their understanding of the organisation of 

music

• Create a folio of brief creative responses

Recommended Skills:

• Previous musical experience is an advantage

• Desire to identify and improve on performance 

challenges

• Ability to work autonomously and collaboratively 

in a group

• Reflect on feedback with a desire to develop and 

refine skills

Future pathways

• VCE Music leads to further study, teaching, music 

therapy, becoming a musician, audio engineering, 

sound production, entertainment management, 

song writing, creative industries, music compo-

sition, music production, musical theatre, acting, 
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teaching

Additional information

• Course cost: $20

VCE Art - Making and 
Exhibiting

In VCE Art Making and Exhibiting students gain op-

portunities to recognise their individual potential as 

artists, explore self-expression and creativity, and 

build confidence and a sense of their own individual 

identity. The study allows students to explore and ex-

periment in creating, developing and engaging with 

the visual arts and helps build a strong skill set.

Students will:

• Develop   critical   thinking   strategies   and   build   

inquiry based, project based and experiential skills

• Investigate the practices of artists from different 

periods of time and cultures, including Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander artists, and their use 

of materials, techniques and processes, and how 

these contribute to the making of their artworks.

• Understand how exhibitions are planned and 

produced by galleries, museums, other exhibition 

spaces and site-specific spaces and how artworks 

are curated and displayed for audiences.

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to explore and trial new techniques 

and be open to feedback

• Ability or willingness take informed risks based on 

research, which can then be translated into art-

works

• Strong organisational skills or the willingness to 

develop and utilise time management plans

Future pathways

• VCE Art Making and Exhibiting can establish a ba-

sis for further education and employment in the 

fields of artistic and creative practice as well as 

broader areas in creative industries and cultural 

institutions.

• Can lead to careers that include but are not lim-

ited in art curation, art historian, practicing artist 

and illustrator.

Additional information

• Course cost: $150

VCE Visual Communication

Visual communication design can inform people’s de-

cisions about where and how they live and what they 

buy and consume. The presentation of visual informa-

tion influences an audience’s choices about what they 

think, what they need or want. Providing the opportu-

nity to develop informed, critical, and discriminating 

approaches to understanding and using visual commu-

nications.

Students will:

• Create Visual Communications in a range of fields 

of design such as communication, industrial and 

environmental.

• ·Closely examine industry standards of design and 

how design is approached by practicing designers. 

• Explore the design process and explore various 

methods, media and materials.

Recommended Skills:

• Willingness to explore  and  trial  new  techniques  

approaches and be open to feedback.

• Willingness to work collaboratively with peers to 

improve design work.

• Ability or willingness take informed risks based on 

research and design thinking tools, which can  then  

be  translated  into  effective designs.

Future pathways

• VCE Visual Communication Design can establish a 

basis for further education and employment in the 

fields of design and marketing practice as well as 

broader areas in design industries.

• Can lead to careers that include but are not limit-

ed in architecture, advertising, marketing, product 

designer, illustrator, interior design/ decoration, 

graphic designer, animator and engineering.

Additional information

• Course cost: $160
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Technology

VCE Food Studies

Food is part of our daily life, and is vital for our growth 

and development. VCE Food Studies supports stu-

dents broaden their knowledge and skills of food, 

through a mixture of practical and theoretical work.

Students will:

• Participate in regular practical activities apply 

knowledge learnt in class. 

• Explore global food trends and influencing factors 

relating to food choice.

• Complete production plans, sensory analysis and 

comparisons.

Recommended Skills:

• Basic understanding of kitchen hygiene and safety 

expectations. 

• Previous experience in kitchen environment.

• Time management and organisational skills.

Future pathways

• VCE Food Studies leads to further study or careers 

in nutrition, dietetics, health, food manufacturing 

and hospitality.

Additional information

• Course cost: $210

VCE Software Development

VCE Software Development allows students to im-

prove and work on their project management, analy-

sis, design and coding skills while developing working 

prototypes and solutions. Students are provided with 

practical opportunities and choices to analyse, design 

and develop digital solutions for real-world problems 

in a range of settings. Students also develop an under-

standing of the roles and applications of cybersecurity 

and software development security strategies within 

an organisation.

Students will:

• Further develop their coding skills in a text 

based language to create working solutions and 

prototypes.

• Evaluate cybersecurity, data analytics and 

innovative digital systems.

• Use project-management and problem-solving 

skills to develop digital solutions.

Recommended Skills:

• Previous experience with coding and use of C# 

within electives, or the willingness to learn new 

programming languages

• Have strong analytical, project-management and 

problem-solving skills.

Future pathways

• VCE Software Development leads to further study 

or careers in IT fields such as programming, project 

management, games and digital media, web design 

and cybersecurity. 

Additional information

• Course cost: $0

VCE Media

The media is ubiquitous in today’s world. Working on 

a personal, local, national and global level, media is 

deeply embedded within life and culture. It entertains, 

teaches, informs, and shapes audiences’ perception of 

their lives and the worlds in which they live. VCE Media 

have students explore the relationships with the Me-

dia, it’s audiences and the media industry.

Students will:

• Engage in deep analysis of a range of different 

media products.

• Create media products in different forms including 

video, photography, audio and print.

• Explore the effects of new media on a range of 

audiences.

Recommended Skills:

• Write detailed analytical responses.

• Work well in groups under high pressure situations

• Be comfortable self learning using technical soft-

ware and hardware.
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Future pathways

• This study leads to pathways for further theoret-

ical and/or practical study at tertiary level or in 

vocational education and training settings; includ-

ing screen and media, marketing and advertising, 

games and interactive media, communication and 

writing, graphic and communication design, pho-

tography and animation.

Additional information

• Course cost: $60

VCE Product Design and 
Technology

Innovative product design helps improve our lives and 

the environment. VCE Product Design and Technolo-

gy provides an opportunity for students to design and 

make a collection of products in response to personal 

goals, potential client needs and humanitarian issues. 

Students will also build a portfolio documenting their 

research, thinking and creative ideas. 

Students will:

• Redevelop a product into something new and 

sustainable. 

• Work in a multidisciplinary team to design and 

make a product.

• Apply and manage the product design and 

development processes to create a product for a 

specific client and purpose.  

Recommended Skills:

• Strong results in Year 10 Design Technology sub-

jects.

• Technical knowledge and skills in using different 

equipment and machines.

• Technical knowledge and skills in working with 

wood, metal, plastic or textiles.

Future pathways

• This course prepares students for a pathway in 

product and industrial design, visual communica-

tion design, building and construction, carpentry, 

metal fabrication, fashion design, advanced man-

ufacturing, sustainability, business and entrepre-

neurship.

Additional information

• Course cost: $160

Physical Education and Health

VCE Health and Human 
Development

VCE Health and Human Development takes a broad 

approach to understanding health and wellbeing. 

Health students will explore their own, Australia’s and 

countries around the world’s health status and factors 

that contribute to levels of health. There is a key focus 

on health promotion and how we can become healthier 

as individuals and as a society. We examine and evalu-

ate the work of global organisations such as the UN and 

the WHO, as well as non-government organisations in 

their ability to improve health outcomes. 

Students will:

• Develop health literacy to evaluate health 

information.

• Develop analysis skills in reading and responding 

to data. 

• Participate in a variety of classroom-based 

activities to solidify knowledge and skills. 

Recommended Skills:

• Students who participated in, enjoyed, and re-

ceived good results the year 10 elective Inside 

Health will transition well into VCE HHD.

• Regular study habits outside the classroom. 

• Willingness to participate in classroom discussion 

and receive feedback from peers and teachers. 

Future pathways

• further formal study in areas such as health pro-

motion, community health research and policy 

development, humanitarian aid work, allied health 

practices, education, and the health profession.

Additional information

• Course cost: $0
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VCE Outdoor and Environ-
mental Studies

VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies is concerned 

with the ways humans interact with and relate to out-

door environments. ‘Outdoor environments’ covers 

environments that have minimum influence from hu-

mans, as well as those environments that have been 

subject to different levels of human intervention. Stu-

dents make critically informed questions of environ-

mental sustainability and understand the importance 

of environmental health. In this study both passive and 

active outdoor activities provide the means for stu-

dents to develop experiential knowledge of outdoor 

environments.

Students will:

• Develop skills, knowledge and behaviours that 

promote safe and sustainable interaction with 

outdoor environments

• Participate in a range of outdoor experiences 

including excursions & camps. 

Recommended Skills:

• Proactively assuming a range of responsibilities in 

collaborative settings that support a common ob-

jective and build compacity to successfully partic-

ipate in the expedition. 

• Willingness to explore natural environments (out-

doors) with a lens of environmental appreciation.  

• Recognise, understand, validate and respond ap-

propriately to their own and others’ emotions, 

strengths and values through practical elements.

Future pathways

• Further formal study in areas where interaction 

with outdoor environments is central, such as nat-

ural resource management, nature-based tour-

ism, outdoor leading and guiding, environmental 

research and policy, education, and agriculture.

Additional information

• Course cost: $ 600

VCE Physical Education

VCE Physical Education explores the complex relation-

ships between biomechanical, physiological and skill 

acquisition principles to understand their role in pro-

ducing and refining movement, and examines behav-

ioural, psychological and environmental influences on 

performance and participation. Students participate 

in structured practical activities in a laboratory format 

in order to connect the core concepts that underpin 

movement and that influence performance in physical 

activity and sport. Through physical, written, oral and 

digital learning experiences, students apply theoretical 

concepts and reflect critically on factors that affect all 

levels of performance and participation.

Students will:

• Use laboratory style practical activities to under-

pin theoretical understanding of the influences on 

participation and performance.

• Develop an understanding of the anatomical, bio-

mechanical, physiological and skill acquisition prin-

ciples.

• Engage in carefully designed activities and move-

ment experiences to determine and analyse how 

the body systems work together to produce and 

refine movement.

• Critically evaluate changes in participation in 

physical activity, sport and exercise through mon-

itoring, testing and measuring of key parameters.

Recommended Skills:

• An interest in data collection and activity analysis.

• An interest in anatomical, physiological and psy-

chological reasons for performance.

• Students who participated in, enjoyed and received 

good results the year 10 electives Get Physical and 

Principles of Sport Science will transition well into 

VCE PE.

Future pathways

• Personal training, performance Coaching, strength 

and conditioning

• Physiotherapy, Osteopathy, Chiropractor, Dieti-

tian

• Physical education teacher

Additional information

• Course cost: $40
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